THE   BALANCE
Grey. Two days later the Labour Party voted for the war. . . feeling was divided, but the opponents of ihe war were in a small minority, and MacDonald at once resigned the leadership.
For the first time Grey appeared uneasy; he was In, a hurry to speak,  and must have felt the historical importance orchis speech. He conquered, not because his    ' speech was of any particular brilliance, but because it WMi the only one made in Europe in which a leader of forelgi policy explained to the representatives of a nation tk'e reasons and eouater-reasons, interests and feelings, t&9-whole' complex of imponderabilia, that they might decidjfr   ( for themselves without restraint. In each of the thtef, - ; Empires  during  these  days  war  was   declared   incta?*, pendently and without any control from two to five times§ in each case by a single man after consultation with only a very few advisers. In France and Belgium a question was, indeed, put; but it was purely rhetorical, for of thes0;   , two Parliaments the one was consulted only after th£> declaration of war, the other was unable tp say "no." Gftljf*, in England did a Minister unfold the whole picture befoi'O ,; those responsible for the decision.                                     i
"/# this present crisis, up till yesterday, we have given ft$   \ promise of anything more than diplomatic support. . . . / GWjfy" expressed the opinion, during the Morocco crisis, to the French  \ Ambassador and, the German Ambassador that if war W4f forced on France at that time, in my view public opinion in this country would have raU^Lto the material support 0} France , . . . I had authorised conversations between military and naval \ experts, but only on the distinct understanding that nothing which passed between them should bind either Government^ , or restrict in any way $heir freedom to make a decision as to whether or not they would give their support when the tim& arose. . . . In 1912 it was. decided that .we ought to have a definite understanding in writing . . . as record that, whatever took place between military and naval experts, they were not finding engagements upon the Government" (He reads his fetter 4x>**M.   Cambon  of November  22,   1912) ..„.
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